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From the President’s Quill

Fish For All Seasons

Living in Ohio we are blessed with many opportuni-

ties to fish for a variety of species of fish under

many diff e rent conditions and seasons.  Winter 

ice fishing, trout in the spring, bass/pan Fishing

during the summer and Autumn Steelhead fishing.

We experience a variety of conditions and many

species of fish to pursue. Because we are so fortu-

nate to have such a wonderful Steelhead fishery

h e re on the North Coast we sometimes forget or

neglect other fishing opportunities.

Our club supports the “All fish all waters” 

concept promoted by FFF.  We have tried to bring 

a variety of speakers to address fishing for diff e re n t

species, one example was Brian Flesching speak-

ing about Carp Fishing. Joe Valencic has taken on

the temporary assignment of procuring speakers

for our 2004-2005 season; here is some insight

into his efforts to date:

• September 2004 – Joseph Corwall, VP of 

The Ohio Smallmouth Alliance (TOSA)

• October 2004 – Open

• November 2004 – Dennis Potter (Self 

p roclaimed “Rivergod” from Michigan)

• December 2004 – Jack Gartside, Boston 

cab driver turned fly fishing junkie.

H e ’s also talking with A.K. Best, Harrison Steeves,

Kim Boal, Jeff “Bear” Andrews and several others

to see if they are available for future dates

Roger Grant is in the process of organizing 

a Steelhead and Trout outing.  Andy Setlock has 

his Camp Hunters Sunrise outing in the planning

stages and had announced some information 

at our last NCFF members meeting more details

will follow. 

An attempt will be made to organize a

Bass/Pan Fish outing over the summer months.

We would also like to get a NCFF member or

members to step forward and coordinate this 

e ffort as well as a possible “Carp” fly fishing outing.

I have two members in mind that I will be contact-

ing soon to assist us with these endeavors.  If you

c a re to participate or have an idea for another type

outing over the summer months please contact

any NCFF Board Member.  Your volunteerism will

be appre c i a t e d .

Remember the Fly Rods and Flies do not 

have to be put into storage, because we here in

Ohio have no off-season.  We are fortunate to be

able to fish all year long, weather permitting.

Easily overlooked is our location.  Here on 

the North Coast, we are only a few hours drive

f rom some wonderful fishing in adjacent states of

Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana and 

Michigan.  In the works are efforts being made to

participate with other FFF Clubs here in Ohio to 

join in on some of their outings.

The Ohio Sub Council (OSC) has opened 

some doors of communication that were not 

available to our Club earlier and this will eventually

lead to greater Club Collaboration with outings 

and events.
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The Taut Line Newsletter is a publication 
of the North Coast Fly Fishers, Inc (NCFF) 
who is solely responsible for its content. 
The Taut Line is published ten times yearly
from September through June, under the 
direction of the Director of Communications,
NCFF. All inquiries should be addressed to:
Taut Line Newsletter
P.O. Box 312
Painesville, Ohio 44077
Attn: Dir. Of Communications

The North Coast Fly Fishers (NCFF) is a 100%
Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF).
Its purpose is to promote fly
fishing as the most enjoyable
and sporting method of fishing.
We are committed to provide
education in the best practices
and techniques of the sport, including fly 
tying, fly casting and fish and water conserva-
tion. Our members are committed to main-
taining a current membership in the FFF

2003-2004 NCFF 
Board of Directors & Officers

President: 
Don Van Buren  . . . . . . . . .(440) 635-1165

1st Vice Pres: 
George Vosmik  . . . . . . . . .(440) 333-6133

2nd Vice Pres: 
Doug Crouch  . . . . . . . . . .(216) 221-2994

Treasurer: 
George Shuffert  . . . . . . . .(440) 272-5449

Secretary: 
Charleen Drotning  . . . . . .(440) 449-7525

Communications: 
Joe Valencic  . . . . . . . . . . .(440) 255-8216

Director: 
April Beates  . . . . . . . . . . .(440) 237-3758

Director:  
Mike Chmielecki  . . . . . . . .(216) 362-9231

Director:  
Connie Hodge  . . . . . . . . .(440) 286-1216

Director:  
Lenny Jagoda  . . . . . . . . . .(440) 259-5382

Clip art courtesy Dave Whitlock, 
www.davewhitlock.com.

April Membership Meeting

Wednesday, April 7th 2004
Penitentiary Glen Nature Center

8668 Kirtland-Chardon Rd.
Kirtland, Ohio

Beginner Fly Tying, Favorite Fly
6:30 - 7:45 PM

Dick Walle
8:00 - 10:00 PM

“Be patient and calm - for no one can catch fish in anger.”

“The joys of fishing are not confined 
to the hours near the water.”

“Fishermen are an optimistic class, 
or they would not be fishermen.”

– Herbert Hoover



• NCFF Mem bers & Guests can fish Ca l dwell ,P i n e ,O i l , Th om p s on
Run and Su gar Cree k .

• The streams wi ll be stocked the week before and the week of
the outi n g.

• Cof fee & Do u gh nuts for breakfast (7 AM) fo ll owed by lu n ch 
( a f ter 11 AM) over an open fire . Cost wi ll be $7 to help of fs et 
the cost of food .

• Mem bers and their guests wishing to attend this outing can 
s i gn up at the regular mon t h ly meeti n gs .

Pennsylvania Trout Outing at Camp
Hunter Sunrise

Directed by: Andy Setlock & Adam Pawlowski

Saturday, May 15, 2004, 7:00 a.m. till Dark 
Titusville, PA (Map to follow)
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If you plan on attending please provi de me with a ph one nu m ber, email ad d ress wh ere yo u

can be con t acted . Due to river con d i ti ons we may stay near Cl eveland (Ch a grin) or go into

PA . That dec i s i on can not be made until close to April 3.

This wi ll be a great outing since the steel h e ad wi ll be actively spawn i n g, and in nu m bers .

Di recti on s : In ters t a te 90 to Rt . 285 Ki n gs vi lle ex i t . North to Creek Rd . The covered

bri d ge is east on creek road abo ut 5 miles. Pa rking on left thro u gh bri d ge .

Spring Steelhead Outing
Directed by: Roger Grant

Saturday, April 3,2004, 8:30am Until?
Covered Bridge, Conneaut Creek,

Kingsville, Ohio
Lunch: Depending on location.

Contact: Roger W. Grant (216)475-5259 
rwgrant@ix.netcom.com

2004 Nominations

At the March Board meeting, George 
Vosmik was appointed to head up the 
nominating committee.  Their assignment 
is to nominate a slate for next year’s Board
of Directors for the Club.  Any member in
good standing can be nominated for Board
Membership.  If you are willing to serve and
perform the duties associated with Board
Membership you should contact George
Vosmik as soon as possible.

The slate of nominees will be an-
nounced at the Board meeting on April 
14, 2004. Additional nominations will be 
accepted at the May 5, 2004 Membership
meeting, provided the nominee is willing to
serve.  The election of Board Members will
take place that night.

At the Board meeting of May 12, 2004,
the Nominating Committee will announce
the nominations for Officers.  The Board 
will then elect the officers of the Club. They
will take office at the June 9, 2004 Board
M e e t i n g .

Fisherman’s
Flea Market

Grand River Tackle is hosting a Fisherman’s
Flea Market in their parking lot located at
1250 High Street, Fairport Harbor, Ohio on
May 22 & 23, 2004.  The cost to participate 
is $10 per space for both days, and you will
need to bring your own table(s) for your
space. This is an opportunity to sell your no
longer used fishing rods & reels, lures, flies,
tackle boxes and any fishing related gear 
you have lying around the house. Snacks 
and re f reshments will be available both days,
and the event will be publicized in the local
newspapers and fishing club newsletters.
Spaces will be sold on a first-come basis, 
so get your space before they are all sold 
out. Stop at the shop to pay for your space,
or call the store at (440) 352-7222 to speak
to Bruce or Terry if you have questions.
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Di s t a n ce casting has alw ays been held up as
s ome magical perform a n ce , wh en in fact it is
s i m p ly hu rling the fly line thro u gh the air as
far as po s s i bl e . This is ach i eved by casti n g
ti ght loops with high line speed . These are
ga i n ed by practi ce and are based firm ly in the
e s s en tials of f ly casti n g. By starting with these
e s s en tials and adding a few simple tech n i qu e s ,
a nyone can add su b s t a n tial distance to his or
h er cast.

In this arti cl e , we break down distance
c a s ting and look at practi ce tech n i ques that
wi ll all ow you to ach i eve your goal of i m-
proved distance . Al s o, the fo ll owing inform a-
ti on can serve as a lesson plan for te ach i n g
your stu dents to increase their distance
wh et h er they are begi n n ers or season ed 
c a s ters .

Create A Tight Loop
Loops of less than two feet are con s i dered
ti ght and wi ll cut thro u gh the air very ef f i-
c i en t ly. Ti ght loops are form ed wh en the rod
tip travels in a nearly stra i ght line. This direct s
the majori ty of the en er gy stra i ght forw a rd
( or stra i ght back ) . The path of the rod tip de-
termines the loop size . If the rod tip travels in
a convex path, en er gy is directed in three di-
recti on s :u p, o ut , and down . This causes the
l oop to be pull ed open by the dispersal of en-
er gy, c re a ting a wi de or fat loop.

In order to ach i eve ti ght loops one mu s t
coord i n a te two essen ti a l s .F i rs t , the length of
the casting stro ke must va ry with the amount
of line beyond the rod ti p. If you are casting 
a short line,use a short casting stro ke .For a
l on ger line, l en g t h en the stro ke . Because dif-
ferent lengths of line wi ll cre a te differen t
amounts of bend in the rod , the stro ke len g t h
must va ry with line length in order to keep the
rod tip moving in a stra i ght line. The secon d
e s s en tial for ti ght loops is that power must be
a pp l i ed smoo t h ly and progre s s ively, gradu a lly
i n c reasing to an abru pt stop. S t a rt the stro ke
s l owly and accel era te as you go-the majori ty
of the power should come in the last half of
the cast. Th en STO P. This permits the loop 
to form .The mom en tum of the fast-movi n g
line propels the loop forw a rd .

P r i m a ry Practice: Make Pe r fect Loops
- T h e n , Make Them Go Fa s t e r
Let's look at practi ce tech n i qu e s . No matter

Distance Casting: A Method For Improvement 
by Bill Gammel – Reprinted from the Winter 2000 Loop

what your current skill level ,s t a rt by practi c-
ing perfect loop s . These three dri lls are de-
s i gn ed to te ach ti ght loop s ,l oop con tro l ,a n d
i n c reasing line speed .S t a rt with 15 feet of l i n e
beyond the rod tip and a 9 foot leader. Do not
do u ble haul. Now, practi ce forming perfect
l oop s . Cast loops that are as ti ght as po s s i bl e ,
as sof t ly as po s s i bl e , wi t h o ut let ting the loop s
f a ll .Use just the tip of the rod and cast as if
trying not to bend the midsecti on of the rod
at all . Wh en you feel com fort a ble with this
d ri ll , add one foot of line and start aga i n .Do
this until you can cast 50 feet of line with a
con tro ll ed perfect loop. Af ter mastering the
con tro ll ed loop it is time to add rod speed .
This increases line speed .S t a rt again with 15
feet of line and cast sof t ly.As you false cast,
s peed up a small amount. Ma ke su re to start
e ach cast slowly and accel era te to a stop. How-
ever, you should accel era te faster and faster
e ach time until you are casting as fast as po s s i-
ble wi t h o ut de s troying the loop s . Ju d ge each
l oop for size and shape ,i n c reasing the speed
on ly wh en the loops look good . Now, add on e
foot of line and repeat the proce s s . Do this
u n til you are casting 50 feet of line as fast as
you can, s m oo t h ly. The faster you cast wh i l e
keeping good tech n i qu e , the high er your line
s peed , the fart h er you wi ll be able to cast the
f ly.G ood tech n i que wi ll outd i s t a n ce brute
s trength any ti m e , but if you put the two 
toget h er, you wi ll ach i eve great distance .

A dd The Double Haul
Practi ce the do u ble haul; it is the most impor-
tant ad d i ti on to what we have alre ady dis-
c u s s ed . It increases the line speed , ad d i n g
d i s t a n ce to the cast. In order to get a sign i f i-
cant ben efit from the haul, you must alre ady
be throwing good loop s . Be su re to practi ce
s om etimes wi t h o ut the haul because it can
mask casting faults.

Hold A Long Line Aloft
Practi ce holding a long line alof t . The more
line you can smoo t h ly hold in the air wi t h
h i gh line speed and good loop s , the fart h er
the line wi ll go on your final cast. To do this,
false cast as long a line as you can no hauling,
no shoo ting - with the line pinned against 
the gri p. The loops should remain ti ght and u-
s h a ped .Wh en you can com fort a bly hold this
l en g t h , add one more foo t , and so on . If t h e

l oop open s ,f a lls over to one side , or if the line
s peed diminishes, you are casting too mu ch
l i n e .S h orten the line to regain con trol and
t h en gradu a lly work the line out to the de-
s i red len g t h . Rem em ber that a smooth cast
wi ll travel fart h er than a sloppy cast.

This dri ll en a bles you to increase yo u r
tu rn over- ti m e , the time it takes the line to 
run thro u gh its loop. The lon ger the tu rn -
over- ti m e , the lon ger the cast. No te that the
l ength of line you can hold line in the air wi ll
va ry from taper to taper.Yo u ' ll be able to hold
m ore of a lon g - belly, d i s t a n ce taper than of
a short - belly line su ch as a saltwater or bass-
bug taper.

Shoot Precisely At The Stop
Wh en shoo ting on your final cast, practi ce 
releasing the line at the precise mom ent the
l oop forms (wh en the rod stop s ) . For every
ex tra mill i s econd that you hold the line after
the stop,you deny distance to your cast. Even
great casters som etimes hold the line a few
m i ll i s econds too lon g. Practi ce releasing the
line a hair too early. Th en too late . This wi ll
h elp you pinpoint the magic mom en t .

A dd Drift On The Final Back c a s t
D rift is a powerless repo s i ti oning of the rod
that occ u rs after the stop of the final back-
cast-it does not affect the loop at all and it is 
a must for distance casti n g. To drift properly,
s top the rod on the back c a s t , and as the loop
u n fo l d s ,a ll ow the tip of the rod to "drift" or
s l i de back w a rd s , repo s i ti oning the rod for 
the forw a rd cast.

It is an of ten - m i su n ders tood aspect of
d i s t a n ce casting that a drift all ows you to
l en g t h en the stro ke wi t h o ut wi dening the
l oop.Wh en false casti n g, the caster puts a 
certain amount of s train on the rod . Th e
l on ger the line, the more load on the rod ,t h e
l on ger stro ke the needs to be in order to keep
the rod tip moving in a stra i ght line.An d , by
c a s ting harder on the final cast, you furt h er
i n c rease the bend in the rod , wh i ch requ i re s
an even lon ger stro ke . The drift permits this.

Tr a j e c t o ry
The tra j ectory in wh i ch you release the cast is
i m port a n t . Di rect the cast 3 or 4 degree s

contimued on page 5
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a bove hori zon t a l , using your en er gy to ga i n
d i s t a n ce inste ad of a l ti tu de .

S e c o n d a ry Practice:
Putting It All To ge t h e r
Begin to bl end all of the aspects discussed
a bove .F i rs t ,using the pri m a ry practi ce dri ll s ,
i n corpora te the do u ble haul. S t a rt with a slow
line speed and increase it gradu a lly. Th i s
should be done with a com fort a ble length 
of l i n e .

The next step is to increase the length of
line that you are holding in the air. Rem em-
ber: l en g t h en the stro ke as you len g t h en the

l i n e .A good dri ll is to under-line the rod ,
wi t h , for ex a m p l e , a 7-wei ght line on an 8-
wei ght rod . This gives you the abi l i ty to hold
m ore line alof t . By doing this you wi ll learn
the timing and smooth app l i c a ti on of power
that is needed wh en distance casti n g. Be su re
to ju d ge each loop as you cast and ad just each
on e . To ti gh ten a loop, s h orten the stro ke . If
the loop is tailing, l en g t h en the stro ke .

N ow it is time to let one fly.
• While hauling, hold a com fort a ble len g t h

of line aloft at a com fort a ble speed ;

• Gradu a lly len g t h en the line to your 
m a x i mum com fort a ble limit;

• Wh en everything feels smooth and 
su s t a i n a bl e ;

• Ch oose one perfect back c a s t , and 
t h en dri f t ;

• Ma ke the final forw a rd cast go as fast 
as you can, s m oo t h ly;

• Release the line.

By fo ll owing these steps with proper practi ce ,
you and your stu dents wi ll en j oy incre a s ed
d i s t a n ce casting su ccess and more opportu n i-
ties to catch distant fish.

contimued  from page 4
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Th ere is an opportu n i ty for us on the hori-

zon , and it comes in the form of ch a n ge .

Not ch a n ge just for the sake of ch a n ge . But

real ch a n ge that wi ll all ow the Federa ti on 

of F ly Fishers to del iver on the promise for

wh i ch it  was fo u n ded .Several ye a rs ago

Greg Pitts started us down the road of

opera ting like a bu s i n e s s , and not like a 

big clu b. Un der Greg's leadership we put in

p l ace many needed policies and practi ce s

that started us down the road the ri ght 

w ay. And we re a l i zed many things , su ch as

growth in opera ting revenue from approx i-

m a tely $425, 000 to over $725,000, devel op-

m ent of a business plan to iden tify goa l s

and obj ective s , and the hiring of an Exec u-

tive Di rector to help put it all toget h er.

While we grew and accom p l i s h ed many

good things , we have re ach ed a plate a u .

We have stagnant revenue and mem-

bership nu m bers . Our con s erva ti on gra n t s

a re not funded at a level that any of u s

would like to see .And it's clear that unless

we ch a n ge how we do business we wi ll not

be able to del iver on the promise for wh i ch

we were fo u n ded .Unless FFF ch a n ges in

s ome very fundamental ways , we wi ll con-

ti nue on this same path of m ed i oc ri ty and

not have the re s o u rces or or ga n i z a ti on a l

s tru ctu re to ch a rt the co u rse of f ly fishing

ac ross North Am erica and to assist our in-

tern a ti onal affiliates expand fly fishing in

t h eir co u n tri e s .

Now one may be asking what needs to

ch a n ge? Everything is working just fine. I

would have to co u n ter that everything is

not fine, and we need to ch a n ge . One of

the first ch a n ges that needs to occur is a

n ew dialogue  abo ut why the Federa ti on 

of F ly Fishers ex i s t s . Ma ny of us have asked

or been asked ,“What does the Federa ti on

of F ly Fishers do? What does it do for my

club? What is the ben efit for me to join the

Federa ti on of F ly Fishers? Why is it nece s-

s a ry for me to don a te du ring the annu a l

giving campaign? Why must I give to this

or ga n i z a ti on wh en I can give to the loc a l

clu b ? ”These and similar qu e s ti ons have

been po s ed over the ye a rs . I have alw ays

won dered why we are asking these qu e s-

ti on s . The Federa ti on of F ly Fishers was 

not fo u n ded to be an or ga n i z a ti on to ben e-

fit any one indivi dual or any one clu b. It

was fo u n ded to “maintain and furt h er fly 

fishing as a sport , and thro u gh it, to pro-

m o te and con s erve angling re s o u rce s ,

i n s p i re litera tu re , and adva n ce the under-

standing for all angl ers in the spirit of tru e

s port s m a n s h i p.”Thu s , the Federa ti on of F ly

F i s h ers was to be an insti tuti on that for ged

f ly fishers and local fly-fishing clubs into a

n a ti onal or ga n i z a ti on that em ph a s i zed ed-

u c a ti on , con s erva ti on ,a n gling ethics and

fell ows h i p. If I could su m m a ri ze in a few

word s , the vi s i on was to “ch a rt the co u rse 

of f ly fishing.”It was inten ded to be bi gger

than any one indivi dual or clu b. More im-

port a n t ly, it was fo u n ded to give unity of

p u rpose among indivi duals and clu b s .As 

a re sult we should be asking,“ How can I

h elp? How can my club help make a differ-

en ce ? ” Overa ll , we need to ch a n ge our con-

vers a ti on from wh a t’s in it for me, to wh a t

can I do to con tri bute to this com m on 

ef fort to improve fly fishing? Too many 

of us see the Federa ti on of F ly Fishers as 

a ben evo l ent or ga n i z a ti on that you take 

or get som ething from , ra t h er than give

s om ething to.

The Federa ti on of F ly Fishers was

n ever fo u n ded to get som ething from it.

The goal in 1965 was to bring toget h er

those who ded i c a te their lives to fly fishing

as a sport and a means of pre s erving our

a n gling re s o u rces on a nati onal basis. Th i s

a ll i a n ce was to give con s erva ti on minded

f ly fishers unity of p u rpo s e , co ll ective

s tren g t h , and a means of qu i ck ly exch a n g-

ing ideas and inform a ti on . What we are

missing or have slowly moved aw ay from 

is co ll ective stren g t h .We need to ch a n ge

our mindset abo ut co ll ective  stren g t h .We

n eed our clubs to su pport the Federa ti on 

of F ly Fishers . To borrow from Jim Ra i n ey ' s

a rti cle in the previous Flyf i s h er, clubs are 

c ri ti c a lly important to the Federa ti on of

F ly Fishers . Th ey are the local or ga n i z a-

ti onal repre s en t a tives of the Federa ti on 

of F ly Fishers . Bi ll Toon e , our new Vi ce

Pre s i dent of Com mu n i c a ti on s , and I had

an intere s ting discussion abo ut our or ga n i-

z a ti on and how we can recogn i ze our ac-

tual accom p l i s h m ents and true po ten ti a l .

What Bi ll ex p l a i n ed was that most of u s

these days travel to many places and fish

m a ny different waters . And the waters we

fish prob a bly have ben ef i ted in some way

by the work and ef forts of l ocal FFF clu b s

and con cern ed mem bers . Ba s i c a lly, most 

of us tod ay fish som eone else's backya rd ,

wh ereas 20-ye a rs ago we perhaps on ly 

f i s h ed our own backya rd s . More to the

poi n t , wh en fishing steel h e ad waters in

Wa s h i n g ton one has ben ef i ted from the

wild salmon oid con s erva ti on activi ties of

the Cl a rk - Skamania Flyf i s h ers . If one has

f i s h ed in the Ca t s k i lls of New York State

t h ey have ben ef i ted from the Th eodore

G ordon Fly Fishers . If one has fished Cra n e

Creek in Mi s s o u ri you ben ef i ted by the 

work of the So ut hwest Mi s s o u ri Flyf i s h ers .

Or if you ever fished for snook in Flori d a

you ben ef i ted from the ef forts of the Ma n-

Opportunity and Change
Message from FFF President Gary Grant
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grove Coast Flyf i s h ers and their Sn oo k

Breeding Progra m . This exem p l a ry work

on beh a l f of e ach other is what we need to

recogn i ze for us an or ga n i z a ti on . The other

f u n d a m ental ch a n ge that is needed is for

our overa rching or ga n i z a ti onal stru ctu re 

to su pport the needs of our grass roots 

opera ti on s . Our business plan arti c u l a tes 

the need or core ch a ll en ge to increase our 

or ga n i z a ti onal capac i ty and ex perti s e ,a n d

devel op more con ti nu i ty and vo lu n teer 

ef fectiven e s s . The best way to accom p l i s h

this is with a stru ctu re that can su pport the

n eeds of our grass roots opera ti ons and yet 

ef fectively interf ace with indu s try leaders .

The con cept of h aving the or ga n i z a ti on ru n

by vo lu n teers does not lend itsel f to su p-

porting the grass roots need s . Ba s i c a lly,

vo lu n teers are trying to help vo lu n teers .

What we need is profe s s i onal staff and thei r

a s s oc i a ted ex pertise helping and augm en t-

ing our grass roots opera ti ons so they can

su cceed . In ad d i ti on to providing su pport

and ex pertise to our grass roots opera ti on s ,

it is nece s s a ry to provi de the appropri a te

d ivi s i on of re s pon s i bi l i ty bet ween our loc a l ,

regi onal and nati onal stru ctu re s . Fu n d a-

m en t a lly this means focusing our club and

council leadership on local and regi onal 

edu c a ti on and con s erva ti on activi ti e s ,

while focusing the nati onal boa rd and 

s t a f f on business opera ti on s , devel opm en t ,

m em bership growt h ,n a ti onal con s erva ti on

i s su e s , and interf ace with indu s try leaders .

To re a l i ze this appropri a te divi s i on it wi ll

n ece s s i t a te a different boa rd stru ctu re with 

d i f ferent re s pon s i bi l i ti e s . It is very difficult,

i f not impo s s i bl e , to have a boa rd of d i rec-

tors that is foc u s ed on grass roots opera-

ti ons and at the same time give nece s s a ry

a t ten ti on to stra tegic issu e s . But having a 

grass roots council advising a boa rd of d i-

rectors on local and regi onal need s , wi t h

the boa rd tra n s l a ting those needs into oper-

a ti onal policies and business obj ectives for 

a paid staff to implem ent wi ll work ,a n d

work very ef fectively.

These are the fundamental ch a n ge s

that are being worked by the leadership 

of the Federa ti on of F ly Fishers and wh a t

our Exec utive Di rector has been com mu n i-

c a ting to us. While it is nece s s a ry for us to

s ay good - bye to our Exec utive Di rector, Ji m

Ra i n ey, who had to re s i gn due to family is-

su e s , we owe him a hu ge debt of gra ti tu de

for his ex pertise and co u n s el du ring his 

tenu re . He has been able to arti c u l a te to us 

a very important need , one wh i ch we our-

s elves could not recogn i ze . While Jim wi ll

be gre a t ly missed , his con tri buti on wi ll 

be en du ring and his legacy profo u n d .O n

beh a l f of the mem bers h i p, I would like to

wish him and his family well in all his fu-

tu re en de avors and thank him for a job 

well don e .While we are poi s ed for a sign i f i-

cant ch a n ge in how we see and manage

o u rs elve s , your su pport and advi ce is im-

port a n t . If you have a com m ent please feel

f ree to let your council leadership or me

k n ow how you feel . It is important that

everyon e’s voi ce be heard .

Thanks for your time and take care !

You may have noticed recently that the

Taut Line appears to be shrinking. This 

is no illusion. Nor is it due to some un-

known foul play at the printers  or a 

spiteful mailman.The simple fact is we

n eed more con ten t .

We receive this con tent in two ways .

F i rs t ,we rely heavi ly on the FFF Clu b Wi re .

This comes to us in email form around the

1 9t h of every mon t h . It has not been rel i a bl e

of l a te . It has shown up well after the 19t h

and som etimes not at all . We usu a lly sen d

the Ta ut Line out to the pri n ter on or abo ut

the 22n d of e ach mon t h . If the Clu b Wi re

comes late , we have to scra m ble to find 

m a teri a l .

The second way we get stories is from

our mem bers h i p. This has been sporadic at

be s t . Th ere is, h owever, a loyal few who pro-

vi de material from time to ti m e .You know

who you are and we thank yo u . I think as a

clu b, we can do bet ter. I know thro u gh talk-

ing to mem bers that you have qu i te a bit to

s ay on su bj ects as far ra n ging as fly sel ecti on

on the upper Grand River to wh ere to go

eat wh en fishing around Oil Ci ty.

S tories can be sent in thro u gh the 

web site (via email) and we wi ll be happy 

to edit your stories for gra m m a r, s pelling 

and punctu a ti on . We re s erve the ri ght to

edit fish sizes to the bel i eva bl e .

Contributing to the Taut Line
Doug Crouch, Vice President NCFF, Taut Line Editor



Schedule of Upcoming NCFF Events

April 3, 2004 Steelhead Outing Conneaut Creek, OH

April 7, 2004 Membership Meeting Penitentiary Glen
Beginner Fly Tying & Favorite Fly 6:30 - 7:45 PM
Guest Speaker: Dick Walle 8:00 - 10:00 PM

April 14, 2004 Board Meeting Penitentiary Glen
7:00 - 9:00 PM

May 5, 2004 Membership Meeting Penitentiary Glen
Beginner Fly Tying & Favorite Fly 6:30 - 7:45 PM
Guest Speaker: Jerry Drake 8:00 - 10:00 PM

May 12, 2004 Board Meeting Penitentiary Glen
7:00 - 9:00 PM

May 15, 2004 Trout Outing Titusville, PA

June 2, 2004 Membership Meeting Penitentiary Glen
Beginner Fly Tying & Favorite Fly 6:30 - 7:45 PM
Guest Speaker: Jerry Drake 8:00 - 10:00 PM

June 9, 2004 Board Meeting Penitentiary Glen
7:00 - 9:00 PM

North Coast Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 312
Painesville, Ohio 44077

www.ncff.net


