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The Taut LineNewdetter isa
publication of the North
Coast Fly Fishers (NCFF)
who is soely responsible for
its content. The Taut Line is
published ten times yearly
from September through
June, and is under the direc-
tion of the Director of Com-
munications, NCFF. All in-
quiries should be addressed
to:

Taut Line Newsl etter
P.O.Box 312
Painesville, Ohio 44077

The North Coast Fly Fishers (NCFF) is an affiliate of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF). Its purpose is to
promote fly fishing as the most enjoyable and sporting method of fishing. We are committed to provide
education in the best practices and techniques of the sport, including fly tying, fly casting and fish and wa-
ter conservation. Our members are committed to maintaining a current membership in the FFF
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o FROM THE PRESIDENT’S QUILL 4
&2, &2,

T hroughout the year several Board membersand | and have been asked why we belong to the Federa-
tion of Fly Fishers (FFF) & the Great Lakes Council (GL C). We've been asked; “what do we (personally and
asaclub) get for our membership dollars?” To answer thislet me first explain the hierarchy, which is FFF-
GL C-NCFF.

The FFF isour parent organization that edablishesthe rules, guidelines and objectivesfor its 340+
member clubsthroughout the world. Within the United Sates and Canada these clubs are grouped by
“Councils’ based on their geographic location. NCFF is part of the GLC. The FFF andthe GLC provide guid-
ance to establish and run successf ul clubs. The ahility to utilize FFF is based upon thetype of designation a
club chooses, and NCFF isa 100% club which has accessto all benefits and the full resources of the FFF.

One of the benefits of full membership isthe rewards program. For each 15 new membersthat join
NCFF and FFF, the FFF contributes one new fly rod to our club. There are no gipulations attached to the rod,
and typically NCFF usesthese rodsfor major fundraising activitieslike the December Meg Raffle. Having
good quality fly rodsfor these fundraisers helps generate ticke sales, which meansrevenue for the club. T his
revenue is what paysfor the Education and Speakers Programs throughout the year.

We dso take advantage of specid FFF offers throughout theyear. M ost recently we acquired 6
Fly Lines, 6 Leader packets and 6 spools of Tippe materid a no chargeto our Club, and these items
have gppeared throughout theyear as raffleitems. Additiondly, because we are associated with aNa
tiona Organization (FFF) and conduct formal and or ganized educationa programs, we quaify to obtain
freefeathers for our Educational Program.

Asa 100% Club we have accessto the Club Help section of the FFF website. Within this section we
have taken advantage of free atwork for our publications and website, Editorial help for publi shing success
ful newd ettersand promotional maerials, and the new Media Guidelinesfor dealing with TV, radio and print
mediato draw postive attention to NCFF.

A monthly E-Mail publication sent to al officers, Club Wre, containsarticles, commentary, quotes
and humor that can be used in club newdetters. We utilize thisresource each monthto ensue tha all 12 pages
of the Taut Line are filled with information for all our membersto read each and every month. Each member
also receive a quarterly publication, the* Flyfisher,” aspart of their membership dues.

The GLCisour regiona Council that bridgesthe gap bet ween our local club and the national head-
quarters, and can deliver answers and solutionsto routine club issues pertaining to policy and procedures. We
currently havethree NCFF member s serving on the GL C Boar d of Directorsand afourth serving asthe Edi-
tor of their newdetter, the GLC FLYLINE. T hisorganization operaesat agrassrootslevel in dealing with the
member clubs. The GLC FLYLINE isour Council’ squarterly publication that we receive as part of our FFF
membership, and deal smainly with regional issues and events.

The NCFF Club offers many benefitsto its members. First, the low annual dues we pay for a mem-
bership isalmost unheard of today. (Good stewar dship within the club’ s leadership keepsthis cost low.) We
provide the Taut Line newdetter 10 times each year, an Interne Web Site, Education programs (Fly Tying,
Casting and Gearing up), Soeakers, Events (Conclave, Fly Tying Marathon and Picnic) and an opportunity to
meet with, talk to, and share informaion and experienceswith other Fly Fishers.

When you add up thethree elements of FFF, GLC and N CFF, we have a very unique and successt ul
entity. Taking any one of thethree elementsout of the equation diminishesthe entire structure because of the
value each addsto the other. It’ simportant tolook a all three components, not just the onethat appearsto be
the best bargain or the mog costly, or least noticeable.

Our Local Club (NCFF) issuccessful because of its member ship, leader ship and it’ sability torely on
a successful national organization (FFF) and a proactive regional organization (GLC).

Donald R. Van Buren
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APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Wednesday, April 3, 2001
Penitentiary Glen Reservation
8668 Kirtland-Chardon Road
Kirtland, Ohio

Beginner Fly Tying with Bill
Swanson garts a 6:30.

Apiil's Favorite Fly will be |
tied by: :

Les Ober. i

Les will be tying the i
Hi-Vis Beetle. .

|
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Gl horuse Drive
Solon, Ohio 44139

(i) 248-TA0
M-=F: 10 =9 PM
Sat: 10 -7 PFM
Sun: Moon —5 PM

MNewman Ouifitiers Offers:

SCOTT SIMMS FISH POND
SAGE PATAGONIA LAMSOMN
DIRY 1S UMPOUA TETON

April’s Guest Speaker Will
Be
Floyd N. Franke

A former College Dean and

High School Guidance Counselor,
Floyd now lives and works dongthe
Beaverkill River in upstate New York
where he operates his own guide ser-
vice, Ephemera, and teaches a the
Wulff School of Fly Fishing His exten-
sive background in education and his
passion for fly fishing have made him a
sought after teacher and presenter.
Floyd is dso an accomplished fly tyer
with morethan forty nationad and inter-
national awards to his credit. Hisfly ty-
ing cregtions have appeared in such
popular magazines as Fly Fisherman,
American Ander, and Fly Fishing
Floyd isthe co-founder of The
Catskill Fly TyersGuild, aLife mem-
ber of The Federation of Fly Fishers,
Chairman of the CastingBoard of Gov-
ernors, and apast recipient of the North
Eastern Council of the Federation of
Fly Fisher's Elsieand Harry Darbee
M emorid Fly Tying Award.

=
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NCJFF Favorite Fly
“The Hi Vis Parachare Nopper
Thed By Waat Dharalte
Hook Datichi 1270 or equivalent Size 8 Thread Tan 6/0 - 8/0
Fosr Jluorescent Charreuse Calf Body Vellow Super Fine Dubbing
R 1b Jine Copper Wire Legs Pheasant Tatl Thed in a knor
Wing Synrhetic Bug Wing AMatertal Hackle Grizzly Tied tn Parachere
Style

HMead Amber Super Fine Dubbing Fintshed Hopper Fly Style
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE
APPOINTED

At the March Board mesting, the follow-

ing were appointed to the Nominaing Committee
for the current year: George Vosmik, Andy Sedlak,
Scott Poffinberger and Frank Frisina Their assgn-
ment isto nominae a date for next year’ s Board of
Direcorsfor the Club. Any member in good gand
ing can be nominaed for Boad Membership. If you
are willing to serve and peform the duties associ-
ated with Board membership you should contadt
George Vosmik as soon as possible.

The dae of nomineeswill be announced a
the Board meeting on April 10, 2002. Additional
nominaions will be accepted a the May 1, 2002
Membership medting, provided the nominee iswill-
ing to serve. The election of Board Members will
teke placethat night.

At the Board medting of May 8, 2002, the
Nominaing Committee will announce the nomina-
tionsfor Officers. T he Board will then elect the offi-
cers of the Club. They will take office a the June
12,2002 Board Meging.

George Vosmik

WWW .NC FF.NET—U pdate

Inthe firg 21 days of March, our website received
morethan 1800 “hits’ onthe server. Wehavehad
vigtorsfrom all acrosstheU.S, Canada, the United
Kingdom, T urkey and Asa. | guessthere arefly
fishermen wherever you go. The mog popular
pagesviewed... thepidure gallery & theflies page.
Send me morepidures& patensto:
webmast er @ncff.ne.

Grand Prize Winners
2002 NCFF Conclave

The grand prizefly tying bench was won by
the Father-Son team of Jeff and Cory Lorenczi.
Thetying bench was hand made by Andy Setlock,
and is sureto become an heirloom in the Lorenczi
family.

“Congeatulations,” Jeff and Cory, from the
North Coad Fly Fishers.

North Coast Salmon & Steethead Gy

=
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Marion Graven
440-F79-52710

M. (Merebedd, Ciwn
Py Fshing Ins=ctian & it Serae on mipnaifaol .com
Lake Ens's Workd D Tribudpress is

Dies & Fa A M TN e il i Nl e Corm

John M arics with anice hen caught in M arch
driftinga Gold Ribbed Hare' s Ear Nymph..
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State of the Club Report

I nthe monthly Presidents Column thismonth | explained the val ue asociaed with belongingto the Federaion
of Fly Fishers(FFF), the Grea Lakes Council (GL C) andthe North Coag Fly Fishers(NCFF). L& metake amoment
andreport on the curent gausof ou Club.

Our financial condition iscurrently very gableand improved. The NCFF Board of Directorshas been very successful in
planning, controlling expenses and generaingrevenue Thethree comerdonesaf our club, Educaion, Guest Soeskers
andtheTaut Line newdetter, have continued uninterrupted.

Our Education progransmaintain apesk level of performance, andthe hich dtendance a& these progamsre-
fledstha quality. The Basic Fly Tying program continuesand gives us amajor opport unity to recruit andtrain new
membersin fly tying andour Favorite Fly progam remainsveay popula thanksto ou member volunteers. The ex-
change of idess, paternsand qoriesa ou successful Fly Tying Marathon hascontinuedto support our Educaional ef-
fortson fly tying but we gill needto addresseducation of our younger members asthey arethefutureof our Club.
Atour 2002 Condave we presanted four additiond educaional programs. Beginning Hy Tying. Gearing up for Trou,
Beginning Fly Fishing and Seelhead Tadics We havehad one caging clinic (Conclave) and have another scheduled for
our Annual Picnic. Weare curently looking a developing additional Educaional programssuch asKnot Tyingfrom the
reel spool beckingtothe Fly, and othe topicsassodaewith Fly Fishing

Wehave had and will continueto have, speakersa seven of our ten meetings. We will continueto present the
September “ Gearing UYp progran”, the March Annual Fly TyingMaahon andour JunePianic. Weare invegigaing/
negotiating with some huge namesinour gport Jadk Gartdde, DaveWhitlodk, Barry and Ceathy Bedk, Bob Clousar, Den-
nisPatter, €c., fornext yearsprogam. Hopefully we will bring adiversfied program on Fly Fshing/Fly Tyingto our
members, coveing severa fish edes, both local andou of 4ae.

TheTaut Linenewddter has grown in quality, content and additional advetisars, and we haverecently added
our new website, www.ncff net, asan additional communications, information, and rearuitment tool. We are looking &
waysto recognize our members for their Fishing and Fly Tying prowess as well asnotingtheir contribution, be it time,
effort or resourcesto our Club.

The curent Board hasdirected much of itstimeandeffort to improving, organizing, planning and implementing
exiding and new programs including, but not limitedto, budgets, oonsor acquisition, speske acquisition, ouings,
events new programs (recently added a Donations AdHoc Committeeto review and make recommencitionsfor dona
tions), and many pgperwork itemsassoda ed with the everyday operaionsof our Club.

Weare looking a the viability of a“ Fly Girls componett within our Aub”, apossiblemembersip for our Club
to thePine LakesTrout Club, aClub Collaloraion progam, amore extensiveoutingsprogam anda* buddy program”
for NCFFmeambersto meg go fishingor flytying We arereviewing developing more handson programs such asnet
making, rod building/repairs dc., andhave egablihedthenewtraditionsof Annual Fly Plae and Fly TyingMarahon.
Hopdully we can add more

Thisclub is dependat on itsmembers andtheir contributionsof time, effort andknowledge. We can do moreif
morepeople arewillingto ge involved. Please cons der volunt eering for the Board of Directorsor on acommitteefor a
new or exiging program. It only works if weall work together.

Donald R. Van Buren

The Pine Lake Fly

HES 5 Shop
. G /2y 17021 Chillicathe Bd. (11.308)
g oL Chagrin Falls, OH. 44023

Fods - Reels - Lines - Flies
Tying hdaterials

TEL (440) 354-8473
EAY (440} 354-8478

DWB BAIT & TACKLE

Quakty at Sportsman’s Rat
lessons and club memberships available ;_'_ Ling Taxidenmy Sarviot
(440) 5438322 REDINGTON"
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Found...

One adjustable Headband with magni-
fier lens, after the NCFF Hy Tying
Marathon March 6, 2002. If this be-
longs to you call Don Van Buren at
(440) 635-1165 or see him at the next
NCFF Members meeting in April.

FEE AWARDS ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 2002

Each year the Federation of Fly Fisherspre-
sents various awards to individuas and groups who
promotethe goals and ideals of the FFF. The program
relies on the input of our members and clubs to nomi-
nate organizations and individuals for these awards.
This awardsprogram is away for the FFF to recog
nize the accomplishments of our leaders, members
and clubs whether it bein thefield of conservation,
education, fly tying, literature or innovations in our
tackle and techniques. There are people out there do-
ing outstanding jobs that benefit the FF- and our
membership, thisis your chanceto seethat they are
recognized for thar efforts.

There have been severd changes madeto the
nominating procedures to make it easier for the
Awards Committee to make their decisions. Probably
the most important isthat letters of nomination need
to belimited to 4 pages for dl of theaward catego-
ries. Also important isthe biographica information
needed on each nominee. We will be accepting | etters
of nomination e ectronically provided they comeas a
M SWord attachment. Letters of nomination or sup-
port can be emailed to vafly @open.org

Listed on the website are the Awards Proce-
dures and Program and the Awards Criteria. Please
taketimeto read this information and make nomina-
tions for individuas or groups tha you fed fit the
specific criteria. The deadlinefor dl nominations is
May 6, 2002. http://www . fedfly fishers.org/
awards2002.htm

Please set aside sometimeto nominate
adeservingindividual or organization for one
of our awards. Nominations can be mail ed to:

Keth A. Burkhart
Awards Committee Chair
2120 Robins Lane SE #101
Sdem, Oregon 97306

Or emall to: valfly @open.org

HUNT
FISH

CAMP

SERVING NDRTHEAST DHID

ﬂ@qm o

5-1:rr Hlu!:

L '--_.L".-\.-a_.\,:g'.l il
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Two For One

By T om Conklin, NCFF

S)ring...vvhen ayoung man’s heart and mind turnsto the romantic possbilitiesof ...trout!! Every-

where, there are trout, coming up and down the stream, under foot, in the shallows, sight castingasif he
were on the bonefish flats of the Bahamas. And after abitter Northeas Ohio winter, 50 degreesfeelslike ex-
actly tha. Balmy breezes blow out of the South, shirt deevesroll up and he sowsthe fleece, usually un-
washed in the closet until the following Fall when he discovers a science project hastaken up residencein
hisunder clothing. Never mind, there’' sfish inthemthar ssreams!! Too many at timesandtoo easy if tha can
be possible. After suffering the treacherousice of winter and the dry spateof weather that was accused of be-
ing autumn 2001, heisonly too hgppy, giddy in fact to be found streamside in search of the spring run.

It wasaday, not unlike that just described when | found myself on a stretch of water, common in na-
ture and familiar to al, and | mean all, when | discovered the beauty and joy that caninflate aman’s estima-
tions of his own expertise. But then, what aretrout watersfor, but to provide the fertile soil from which we
sprout larger than lifetales of skill, mastery and just plain dumb luck, though we'll never admit that. | was
not alone that day. Other anglersplied their craft. Some known to me, some known to you, some just wan-
dering about the shoreswith glazed, glassy eyes amazed at the bounty bestowed upon our humble destina-
tion. Seemsblack wooly buggers were the ticket tha day. Couldn’t seem to do anything wrong with this
smpleg of flies. Couldn’t have had enough of them either. Tha’show it goesit seems, what’sworkingis
what | haven't tied lately, alway sa day late and a dollar short. So what | lacked in the fly box, | made up for
with prayer. Prayea for no morefoul hooks, under water snags, lay downs, sharp rocks and all the other ne-
farious interruptionstha lay in wait beneath the line of sght, anticipating my drift and the unspeakable
thingsthey might do with an unsuspecting hook drifting aimlessly by. Never mind, there were trout inthere
and | wasaimingto catch afew. And catch we did. Seemsthose fish were placing orders with a short order
chef for nothing but black and then coming up to the kitchento retrieve it themselves. Hardly hadto serve
themthey were so eager. A little guilty | felt. Hell, thisisno sport, no skill here. Like fishin abarrel. | cast,
they take, we go for aride. How cooperative. How symbiotic. What awaltz we danced. Never had | experi-
enced such success, and of course all dueto my masterful skill at fly preparaion and presentaion, not to
mention dealth. Yea, right!!

Well, it was one such fish | danced with who pirouetted down river numeroustimes. | would bring
him back only to have himturn at the sight of me and head lake bound. We continued thislittle game, as if
on ayo-yo and finally | ended up in pursuit, ssumbling over river rock, dick with oily decaying moss. | had
moved quite a distance downstream aswe continued thistwo steps forward, one step back choreography for
some time. When | finally felt asif the songwascomingto aclose, | unleashed my net from the back of my
ved. Fooled yet again by the strength and stamina of these magnificent fish, the net, now hanging limp at my
sde, trailing from itstether to the side of my vest and dragging in the water, prepared itself for the eventual
plunge. Finaly, my dance partner played himself out and was willingly coming to hand, when what to my
wondering eyes did appear but hiskindred spirit, already net bound but by no skill or hook of my own. Feel-
ing wei ght tugging at my vest | was confused about how | managed to land thisfish and fill have it onthe
line. A curious glance down revealed that | not only had afish ontheline, but another inthe net, apparently
captured while | was maneuvering downstream to fetch his partner who had mistaken my fly for a minnow.

Tha istheway it isin the spring time, too many fishto cach on just oneline, so we just net them, or
rather, they ne themselves. It’ sinevitable. He was bound to be caught sooner or later, so why not just get it
over with and swim into the waiting knots of ane swinging from afriendy anglers hip. Little known to
them, they woul d both be granted di spensation and set free to completetheir biological imperative.




THETAUT LINE NEWS FOR THE NORTH COAST FLY FISHERS (NCFF) PAGE9

www.ncff.net

L ake County Steelhead Classic- 2002

By: Joe Vaencic, NCFF

On March 20, 2002, the Lake County Vistors Bureau, Lake Metroparks and The News-Herald news-
paper co-hoded this annual media event for 16 Midwest outdoors writers, and Ohio’s Lt. Gov., Maureen
O’ Connor. | was pleased to know that our Lt. Gov. issuch afriend of the outdoors, and fishing in particular.

It was a great promotion for this wonderful fishery on thetributaries of Lake Erie, and atribute to fly
fishing as well, as mog of the writers (the Lt. Gov. included) were testing their skills againgt these great fish
with their fly rods. Many of them tied their own flies specifically for thistrip, and everyone managed to catch
at least oneof our “ silver bullets’ while fishing the Grand and Chagrin Rivers.

Lagt year Laszlo Zala was one of the local angler-guides for this event, but he was unabl e to make it
this year because of previous commitments. Laszlo recommended meto Jeff Frischkorm of The News-Herald
totake hisplace, and | was privileged to spend the day with John T ertuliani from Columbus, Ohio.

John has been a part-time freelance writer for avariety of outdoor publications since 1988, and writes
about all facets of hunting and fishing throughout Ohio. When hé s not writing, John works as a biologi s for
the U.S Geological Survey’s Water Resources Divison, and was previoudy with the Ohio Divison of Wild-
life. His work with stream studi es, aquaculture and fisheries stocking programs made him afascinating partner
to fish with all day.

| told Johntha we woul d be sight-fishing groups of steelhead spawningin fast, shallow water, and that
we needed to be stealthy to nat spook them. John had only fished once before for steelhead in October of 2001
(he caught one fish the entire day), and was eager to get on stream at fird light totry hisluck again. He tied
some flies specifically for thistrip, and | gave him a sampling of some fliesthat have been very effective for
me lately to add to hismix. We went to an area | scouted the day before, and hisfirs steelhead was hooked up
within afew casts on one of hisown flies. Hisreaction was something to behold asthe line went screaming
from hisreel and the fish headed back towards L ake Erie. T he fish soon came unhooked, but there was no re-
moving the smile from John’sface. He had hooked into a silver bullet, fought it on afly rod with one of his
own flies, and wanted more of tha adrenalin-producing action. It wasn’t too many castslater tha he wasinto a
first-year ‘ kipper’ about 15” longwhich he skillf ully brought alongside hisleg and scooped up with one hand
to unhook and release it back tothe water. Y ou guessed it, more gringl John got into lots of fish tha day, and
was able to take many memorieshome. (I’ ll bet he dreams of steeliesfor amonth!)

We were fortunate to be fishing close to Lt. Gov. O Connor, and got to see her first hook-up on her
second cast, but after a couple of head shakes it broke off. O’ Connor was being guided by Phil Hillman from
ODNR's Divison of Wildlife, and eventually she was able land her first steelhead. Hillman said: “ She sure

doesn’t need much ingruction. She's doing an excellent job
without me.”

It was a thrill to be part of a day tha will soon be writ-
ten about al overthe Midwest, and exciting to be around some
of the Midwest’s best outdoors writers and Ohio’s Lt. Gover-
nor. | was able to talk to acouple of writers about North Coast
Fly Fishers (NCFF) and the educational and speaker programs
we supply to our members. | was told that our club should be
proud of what we do for the hobby and for the hobbyistsin our
area, because not all clubs do it as well as we do. | expressed

" tha we were proud of our success, and we continue to work to
- improve our programs so We can be even better inthe future.

It wasa great experience and | hope to be asked back
A nice sted head caught the afternoon of for next year’sevent.
The Stedhead Classic 2002
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THE TROUT THAT CLIMBED ATREE

Therésthisfdlow | me making through my favorite run, jus aovetheWhiskey Cresk Pod. Actudly, | hear him before |
see him. Hes thrashing about in the water and hollering | can hear him way up by the hatchery fence, though | can't quitemake out
what heissaying It soundslike, "[Something or other]... to blazes! Into thetreesagan....”

| walk down dong thetrail urtil I'm abovehim on thebank. He's standing a thetop of the pool, tying on anew leeder. |
stand there and watch him for a few minutes "Stirring anythingup?" | ask im finaly. Hedoean't seem to hear mg 0 | raisemy
voice alittleand ask again, "M ove anythi ng thismorning?"

He givesastat and looks up a me "Jeez!" hegasps "l ddnt redize you werethere." Hisvoice sounds alittle odd, and for
amament | think he might be drunk, but then | noti ce he hasthetip of histongue caught in theblood knat. Hegives alittletug, frees
himsdf, sptsa caupleof times, then tightens hisknot. "Been ganding there long?" he asks

"Just gat here" | tell him. "Sounded likeyou were having alittletroubl ewith the bushes on the far side”

"Sdmonberries" hesays and starts patting his pockets. "No, no. It's the goddamn trout. Every one | catch tekesmeinto the
trees." He puls hisdippers down on ther littlestring and looks up atme again. "Yau got any Trige X onyau? I'm running low on
tippets.”

"I never coud get that businessdoull e and tiiple X stuff straight,” | confess, "but | gat everything from 20 pound test on
downto 2 Will that do?"

"Givemesomesx pourd test," he says. "That'll dojud fine | gopreciate it." Hewades ashore, and | hand the red of mano.
He dips imsdf alength from it.

| glanceupstream. It's fdl, but the waer isill low. "T rout took you into the trees?” | say. "W hereabouts?'

"Along the bark," hesays glancing up from his knot. "Way thehd | back into thetress. Pardon my French.”

I must lodk abit skepticd, becausehe gops twiging hisleaders for amament and lcoks mestraight inthe eye "You're
right," he says. "l wod dnt bdieveit mysdf, if | hadnt seen it. It sthem tree dimbin trout. T hey are thetoughed little sonsabitchesto
bringin I've had three on today, and eech on€sthesamething Ban! Hehitsthe fly. You get timeto say to yoursdf, 'Hmmm, nice
fish!" Next thing yau know, hesup thetree-you'rewrgpped around atwig, and pop! Hes gonelike wessds."

"Tree dimbing trout? | never heard of such athing” | tell him.

"Yup," hesays "Samo arbutus they cdl 'em. Meansjust what | said--tree dimbin' traut. Pretty rare. Hell, thereg's dont
even mertion 'an. Mog sdentistsdon't believein 'em. Bu they're red." He points down at his feet. "They'rehere. They lovethese
smdl, bushy streams. | been fishin ‘em for years."

"Ever catchone?' | ask him.

"Caught 'em? Oh, yesh Caught hundreds of 'em! But | never brought ane in. Fight likehel! More fun than snaggn' alog, or
draggininoneo' them great bdlsa moss off the bottam!"

"I'll bet they are,” | nod.

He squints hiseyesa me and cocks hishead. "You dont believeme do you?"

"Surd" | say, "l believe you. | believeanything!"

"Look," he says, and hestarts pating his pockds. "Like | told you, | beenfishin for ‘em for years. | know what gets'em.” He
jerks histhumb upstream. "I'm pretty well donehere. Have ago yaursdf. Start a thetop of therun and work your way down." He fi-
ndly locates abattered ol d green metd fly bax, papsthelid open and hands meafly. "Try this-my own design. Fish 'er deep, right
under the bushes Drag 'er crosswise across the flow. | cdl 'er themoss-backedmudd er.”

| thank hm and say I'll try it. Then | go back up thetral. It'sapretty fly, I'll gvehim that much. So | tie it on and tossit out.
One, two, three casts, eech ane alittlefarther, until | an reaching across the gream. | start to work my way down

About 50 or 60 feet bl ow me acutthroat breeksthesurfece. | think, "I'll try for him when | get down that far."

| gahermy lineandflipit out. | watch &s it snakes across the stream, right into adark green slot that ran under same over-
hanging cedar branches | tossaloop or two to sink the fly, then ld the river caich theline and tum the fly crosswise to the current.
Bam! The rod doud es over andmy red gartsscreaming | lift therod tip up, and atrout--I sweer it was as long as my arm--okay,
maybe not--but onger thanmy wrist to the dbow--jumps dear of the water, grabs one of the overhanging branches with his finsand
startsto shimmy upward. | can't bdieve what I'm seeing! Except indead of running downstream like anomd trout, it's running up--
like asquirrd --up! For amoment, | just stand there, stunned By thetimel think to tip the rod ddewaysto pul him freg, it'stoo late
He's gone. HEswrgppedme up, thefly has comeou, and just like that, heleaves mestanding there feding like an idiat--withmy line
firmly atached to the cedar tree. It'sthe only mosshacked mudd er | have, so | wade acrossthedream to retrieve it, rather thanrisk
tryingto pull it free. | look downgream. From the battom of the run, my friend iswatching. He shrugs his shoulders, shakes his heed
and spits

I know that my wading has disurbed every fishintgp end of the run by now, but | fish on through anyhow. It doesnt seem
to matter. Three more fish | hit, each ane the same asthefirst. T hey leavemehanging: once on a ha f-sunken I ag, oncein asamon-
berry bush, and thelag ane runs back upstream into tha first overhanging cedar. No matter what | do, the end result isthesame--a
gone fish and high overheed, atagledfly.

Wi, tha'sthestory, and | wouldn't ameyou for digmissingit dl asa pack of lies | ddn't beach asingefish and | can't
even provetha | touched any. T heonly thing | can sgy isthis: if you look into my dd green fly box, | can show you themissngfly.

by Ken McLaughlin of the IdandW aters Hy Fishers
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2nd Annual Chagrin River Cleanup
Saturday, May 4, 2002 - 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

This year's cleanup is once again being spearheaded by Laszlo Zala,
NCFF member and owner of the popular steelhead fishing websites
Noodlebagger.comand SeclheadA lley.com. We will meet at Daniels
Park in Willoughby to formteans and get assigned asection of river to
cleanup.

This isa cooperative effort with SteelheadA lley .com, the North Coast
i Fly Fishers (NCFF), the Chagrin River Salmon Associaion (CRSA ),
and Grand River Tackle, all of whom participaed in last year's very suc-

CRSA member cooking hot dogs _ ~essfiy] event. A small mountain of trash (see picture below) was col-

lected that included everything from styrofoam cups and bait containers to truck tires and hot water
tanks. The trash was deposited a Daniels Park in Willoughby, and the City of Willoughby took care
of hauling it to the dump. CRSA brought their grill and supplied hot dogs and pop for everyone, and
alot of new friendships were madethat day .

To participae inthisyear's event, signup a the April members meeting or send an E-Mail to Web-
master@ncff.net and we'l put your name on the list. Let us know if you havea truck and would be
willing to use it to transport trash from the pick-up points

along the river, back to thedrop-off point at Daniels Park. == '

a

Last year's event had 32 people participating, and we're hop-
ing to do much better than tha thisyear. We were able to
cover theriver fromthedamat Daniels Park downstreamto .
the Route 2 bridge with those volunteers, and this year we
hope to cover much morearea with your help. If you cannot
attend, please pass this message along to a friend who may

want to help. This event is for everyone who enjoys the = “ =
river, not just fishermen, and everyone is welcome to help m Ml- =
out.

Some of last year' s volunteers.

. o T |

7y

Fly Special Program
By: Andy Setlock

The Peathened Haok %‘ | would like to thank the following NCFF members

Bed & Broakias, Fiy Shop, & Guide Service who havetied flies for our program:

.0, Bax B4 .
Cobum, PA 16632 Andy Setlock - Trout Flies
Phane: (B14) 348-8757 M ike Skoczen - Trout Flies
E'qu'.'ll. Peaaitark B sl JUMAS BFHEGE

Wiah Page: Shird-wave. comiteariirhk e Brdt M CKW = TI‘OUt FIl%




Schedule Of Upcoming NCFF Events

DATE DESCRIPTION PLACETIME
April 3,2002 Membership Meeting Penitentiary Glen
Beginner Fly Tying 6:30 PM
Favorite Hy—Les Ober 6:30 PM
Guest Speaker—Floyd N. Franke 8:00 PM
April 10, 2002 Board Meeting Penitentiary Glen
7:00 PM
May 1, 2002 Membership Meeting Penitentiary Glen
Beginner Fly Tying 6:30 PM
Favorite Hy—Dave Tolhurst 6:30 PM
Guest Speaker 8:00 PM
May 8, 2002 Board Meeting Penitentiary Glen
7:00 PM

2001-2002 NCFFE Board of Directors

PRESIDENT: Don Van Buren (440) 635-1165 COMMUNICATIONS: Joe Valencic (440) 255-8216
VICE PRES: George Vosmik (440) 333-6133 RAFFLES: Lenny Jagoda (440) 259-5382
TREASURER: George Shuffert (440) 272-5449 MEMBERSHIP: Mike Skoczen  (440) 944-0592

SECRETARY: Dave Tolhurst (216) 529-1405

North Coast Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 312
Painesville, Ohio 44077

www.ncff.net




